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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
This has been a fantastic week as we've joined in with 
Children's Mental Health Week. 
 
It has been such an honour to have the children, at home 
and in school, share their feelings and express themselves 
with us.  
 
There have been circle times, musical activities, art 
activities and so much more.  
Watch this space, next week, for some brilliant photos of their artwork! 
 
Thank you to all of those who have donated, so far, to Place2Be. The work they are doing with children 
is so vital. If you still wish to donate please follow the link below. 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/stmarysipswich 

 
February Half Term: 
The school will be closed to all pupils for February Half Term, Monday 15th February to Friday 19th 
February 2021. School will reopen on Monday 22nd February to the vulnerable and key worker children 
that already have a confirmed space. 

Tweet of the Week 
“The Lord does not call us to be soloists, but 
to be part of a choir that can sometimes 
miss a note or two, but must always try to 
sing in unison.” 

Pope Francis (@Pontifex) 
 

 

SAFEGUARDING 
Please be reassured that although the school 
is closed to some children, we are still here to 
support you and your family. If you have any 
safeguarding concerns please email 
admin@st-marys-ipswich.suffolk.sch.uk and 
Mrs Berry will contact you directly. 

 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/stmarysipswich
https://twitter.com/Pontifex?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
mailto:admin@st-marys-ipswich.suffolk.sch.uk


Face Masks: 
Please could we remind all parents to please wear a face mask/covering when dropping off or collecting 
your child from school. 
 
Thank you to all of our Critical Workers: 
The whole school community would like to thank all of our critical 
workers their on-going work during this pandemic. 
 
 
 
 

Year1 
Year 1 made some lion masks and wrote a story about a lion cub's first hunt.  We wrote as if we were the lion so 
the masks helped us get into character. Rooaaar!  We were very tired afterwards.  Sleepy lions in fact.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
As part of our work on Handa's Surprise Year 1 have designed their own batik style fabrics.  They even did a bit of 
ironing to fix the colour! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

  

 



 
 
Parent Helpline for Remote Learning: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Important, Track and Trace for February Half Term: 
If your child receives a positive Covid test during the February half term please follow the procedure 
below. 

Symptoms began 

on 

(or date of positive 

test if 

asymptomatic) 

Between Monday 

8th – Friday 

12th February 

Saturday 

13th February 
Sunday 14th February 

Monday 15th – 

Monday 22nd 

February 

Action Required 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Parents Inform school 

immediately. School 

will notify individuals 

within respective 

bubble who may have 

come into contact. 

Notified individuals 

will have to self-isolate 

for 10 days 

Parents Inform 

school immediately. 

School will notify 

individuals within 

respective bubble 

who may have come 

into contact on 

Thursday 11th and 

Friday 12th February. 

Notified individuals 

will have to self-

isolate for 10 days 

Parents Inform school 

immediately. School 

will notify individuals 

within respective 

bubble who may have 

come into contact on 

Friday 12th February. 

Notified individuals 

will have to self-isolate 

for 10 days 

Unless testing was 

delayed following 

onset of symptoms 

(for example, 

delays caused by 

postal tests), pupil 

was not in setting 

and therefore 

there is no need to 

contact school. 

Please email admin@st-marys-ipswich.suffolk.uk  in the event of a confirmed case.  

Parental 

Responsibility 

Parents to notify close contact family and friends and follow advice as per NHS Covid-19 

guidelines http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

 
Science: 
Mr Cook will be sending 10 'Starters for STEM' science activities weekly for children to try at home. We'd 
love to see pictures of children completing the activities, for next week's newsletter.  
There are some extra, more challenging STEM challenges available here 
(https://practicalaction.org/stem/?fbclid=IwAR2Jq0btVVU75U6JOeoNlhvOxdYjwaZcAToPkzhSI0xIhCMX
N8abXaoBVOQ) too!  Have fun! 

 

mailto:admin@st-marys-ipswich.suffolk.uk
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://practicalaction.org/stem/?fbclid=IwAR2Jq0btVVU75U6JOeoNlhvOxdYjwaZcAToPkzhSI0xIhCMXN8abXaoBVOQ
https://practicalaction.org/stem/?fbclid=IwAR2Jq0btVVU75U6JOeoNlhvOxdYjwaZcAToPkzhSI0xIhCMXN8abXaoBVOQ


Online Safety Mr Cook: 
Please take the time to read the information regarding age rating advise 
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:6487dfb9-2880-4ba8-9eba-
d51de12d0f14 

 
 

Keep Suffolk Moving:  
Please find attached to the newsletter a letter from Cllr 
James Reeder, Cabinet Member for Public Health and 
Prevention, alerting schools to a new digital exercise resource 
aimed at helping parents and carers build exercise into the daily 
routines of children learning at home during the current 
lockdown. 

 
More information can be found at 
https://www.keepmovingsuffolk.com/home-schooling/ 

 
 

 

https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:6487dfb9-2880-4ba8-9eba-d51de12d0f14
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Dates for your Diary: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Term dates for 2021 
Spring Term 2021 
Tuesday 5th January – Friday 26th March 
Half term: 15th – 19th February 
Staff Training day: 4th January 
 
Summer Term 2021 
Monday 12th April – Friday 16th July  
Bank holiday: 3rd May 
Half term: 31st May – 4th June 
Staff Training days: 19th & 20th July (disaggregated) 
 

Term dates for 2021 - 2022 
Autumn Term 2021 
Wednesday 01st September – Friday 17th December 
Half term: 25th – 29th October  
Staff Training day: 01st September 
 
Spring Term 2022 
Tuesday 4th January – Friday 08th April 
Half term: 21st – 25th February 
Staff Training day: 4th January 
 
Summer Term 2022 
Monday 25th April – Thursday 21st July  
Bank holiday: 02nd May 
Half term: 30th May – 03rd June 
Staff Training days: 25th April, 20th & 21st July 
 
 
 

 
 



Job Advert for a Headteacher: 

 
 
 
 
 


