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Dear Parents and Carers, 
This week Reception preformed their nativity. It was truly wonderful and all children plus their teachers should be very 
proud. We are all looking forward to our Christmas Fun Day on Wednesday. Don’t forget to wear a Christmas jumper or 
festive colours. 
As the weather has turned cold please remember to bring your coat to school every day 
 
Have a great weekend 
Mrs Berry and Mrs Measham 
 
 
 
CHRISTMAS LUNCH 8th December: 
The kitchen have now stopped taking any further late Christmas lunch 
orders. If you haven’t ordered a Christmas lunch for Wednesday, please 
bring in a packed lunch. Thank you. 
 

Tweet of the Week 
 “Our life becomes beautiful when we wait for a 
dear one or someone important. May this advent 
help us transform our hope into the certainty that 

He whom we await loves us and will never 
abandon us.” 

Pope Francis (@Pontifex) 
  

School Rules: 
Be ready, Be respectful, Be safe 

 

Key Dates w/c: 29th November 2021 
6th Dec: Yr 5 Swimming 8.30am – Last Session 
8th Dec: Christmas Fun Day – Non uniform Day & 
Christmas Lunch 
9th Dec: KS1 Nativity 9am 
 

 

https://twitter.com/Pontifex?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor


Christmas Fun Day 8th December: 
8th December will be our Christmas Fun day. Children are invited to 
wear their own clothes either in festive colours or a Christmas tee-
shirt or jumper for a £1.00 donation. Thank you. The day will be 
filled with lots of fun activities too.  

 
KS2 Reconciliation Cancelled: 
This year we have made the decision based on Suffolk County Council school guidance to cancel the reconciliation service 
planned for the 8th December. 
 
Cafod Soft Toy Sale: 

The Year 1 Soft Toy Sale was a great success on Tuesday.  Everyone enjoyed fundraising for CAFOD and celebrating the 

good work they do.  Year R, 1 and 2 had the chance to find some new friends and we raised £74.  Well done everyone. 

The Fundraising Committee  

 
 

 

 



Christmas Dates: Please see parentmail for more information 
The following measures will be in place for our Christmas events should we remain in Level 1 

• Restricting the number of attendees in the hall to 60. 
• No attendance of positive cases, symptomatic individuals, contacts of positive cases; 
• Enhanced ventilation 
• Enhanced hygiene measures 
• Audience to wear face covering at all times 
• Audience to take a LFD test within 48 hours before the event 
• Audience to provide proof of the negative LFD test result upon entrance 

Should the school move into Level 2, we may have to cancel the performances. 

Parents are welcome to attend the following events during Level 1 

KS1 Nativity - Years 1 & 2 - This will be recorded and put on google classroom 

9th December at 9am 

Each child will be allocated 1 ticket. Due to the restriction on numbers, young children will not be permitted. 

KS2 Nativity - This will be recorded and put on google classroom 

Years 3 & 4 Parents only, 14th December at 2.15pm. 

Each child will be allocated 1 ticket. Due to the restriction on numbers, young children will not be permitted. 

Years 5 & 6 Parents only, 15th December at 9.15am. 

Each child will be allocated 1 ticket. Due to the restriction on numbers, young children will not be permitted. 

The following events will be for school pupils only to attend - no live audience 

Year 2 Advent Service 

This will be recorded and shared with Year 2 parents via google classroom 

Christmas Ensemble - This event will be live streamed from the Church on 17th December at 9.15am - if we remain in 
Level 1 – Link below:  

https://youtu.be/k02VJShmJBQ 
 
REMINDER – KS2 School lunches: 
Lunches should be paid in advance. Please ensure that there is enough credit on your parentmail dinner account for your 
child’s lunches.  Any arrears should be cleared immediately.  
If you have any concerns about payment please email the school office.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

SPORTS CLUBS FOR SPRING TERM – Details were sent via parentmail this week. 

https://youtu.be/k02VJShmJBQ


It is possible that, by the time you apply, the club you are interested in may become full.  Places are allocated on a first 
come, first served basis.  Thank you. 
 
YRS 1 & 2 FOOTBALL CLUB - Mondays Fully Booked  
YRS 1 & 2 MULTISPORTS CLUB - Wednesdays 8am  
YRS 5 & 6 FOOTBALL CLUB (BOYS) – Wednesdays 3.15pm 
YRS 5 & 6 NETBALL CLUB (GIRLS) – Wednesdays 3.15pm 
YRS 3 & 4 FOOTBALL CLUB (BOYS) – Thursdays 8am  
KS2 MULTISPORTS CLUB – Fridays 3.15pm Few Places Remaining 
KS2 GIRLS FOOTBALL CLUB – Friday 12.10pm 
 

Diocese of East Anglia Survey: 
Please take a moment to complete the Diocese survey. Link below 
 

 

https://www.stmaryscatholicprimaryipswich.com/page/?title=Diocesan+School+Survey&pid=406 
 
Reception: 
This week Reception have worked very hard preparing and show casing their 1st Nativity. Well done Reception you were 
truly fantastic and have put us all in the Christmas spirit. A reminder to parents that the video is now available on your 
child’s google classroom account 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 1: 
We learnt about how the Victorians would have made and played with moving toys. We made our own thaumatropes. 

There is a bird on one side of the disk and a cage on the other. When we spun them quickly it looked like the bird was in 

the cage.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.stmaryscatholicprimaryipswich.com/page/?title=Diocesan+School+Survey&pid=406


Year 2: 
Year 2 had great fun practising their painting skills, inspired by Kandinsky. They used primary colours on overlapping shapes. 
 

 
Year 3:  
Year three have been working hard, learning all the songs for our KS2 Christmas play. 
All the rehearsals are paying off and we are sounding fabulous. Lots of the class have taken turns at leading the singing. 
Great collaboration year three! 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year4: 
In Year 4 this week we have been working hard with our writing, exploring the 
features of a 3rd person adventure story. We have enjoyed using video hooks of 

a science lab and an abandoned arcade to stimulate our minds.  We then used a 

story mountain and questioning to map our work.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

 

   



Year 5:  
Year 5 have been planning their balanced arguments in English this week. They generated ideas for and against in a group 
and then chose their key points for their plan. We are looking forward to reading 

each other’s arguments, once they are written up!  

 
 
 

Year 6: 
Year 6 braved the cold Monday morning and walked to Ipswich Museum in great spirits 
for their WW2 themed session. They learnt a lot about life on the home front from 
shelter building, rag rug practise making to sending messages using morse code. They 
represented the school beautifully. Thank you to Mr McLean and Mrs Ramsey for your 

support during the morning.  
   

 

Wrap Around Care: 
The children wanted to share some of their wonderful art work and creativity they have been experiencing at wrap around 
care, they have even had a visit from one of Santa’s elves keeping a close eye on us all and making sure we are good before 

Christmas. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  



Science Challenge: 
Please find attached this week’s science challenge. Mr Cook would love to hear how you got on making balloon kebabs. Please 
feel free to send in photos of your attempts 

 
 
FOSM: 
 
The Friends of St Mary’s have been very busy in November and it can be 
hard to keep up, so here is a round up of all the key information: 
 
Christmas fun day 8th December -– to tie in with the school’s Christmas 
dinner day, the FOSM PTA will be organizing a ‘fun day’ for children to 
enjoy during the school day with their classmates. We also hope to hold a 
couple of stalls on the playground with Christmas stock and raffle tickets to 

tempt the parents at pickup time, restrictions permitting.  More details will 
follow nearer the time. 
Hamper Raffle– five strips of tickets per family have been sent home with the eldest child, please return by 3:15 on 
Thursday 9th Dec. The draw will take place on Friday 10th December, if you would like more tickets please contact your 
class rep. 
Silent Auction – this is a new fundraiser we are trying out, forms have gone out in bookbags, and there is a ParentMail as 

well.  There are some fantastic prizes to be won, just place your bid either via the school office, or by email to 
friendsofstmarysipswich@gmail.com – all bids must be received by 17:00 on Friday 10th December. 

Tea Towels – pre orders are still available for the ‘whole school’ tea towel.  They make great Christmas presents.  You 
may send full details and cash in a sealed envelope via the school office, or pay electronically using PayPal – 

friendsofstmarysipswich@gmail.com.  We need your child’s name, year group, and how many towels you want in the note 
field. 
Thanks for all your support 
The Friends of St Mary’s PTA team 

 

mailto:friendsofstmarysipswich@gmail.com
https://paypal.me/PTAFOSM?country.x=GB&locale.x=en_GB
mailto:friendsofstmarysipswich@gmail.com


Top Tips: 

 

 



Understanding Sensory Processing and Integration In Children: 

 

 
https://www.sensoryintegrationeducation.com/courses/understanding-sensory-processing-and-integration-in-children-a-guide-

for-parents-and-carers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.sensoryintegrationeducation.com/courses/understanding-sensory-processing-and-integration-in-children-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.sensoryintegrationeducation.com/courses/understanding-sensory-processing-and-integration-in-children-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers


Sendiass: 

 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sen-support-for-pupils-with-communication-and-interaction-needs-tickets-168745527415 
 
 
Term Dates: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Term dates for 2021 - 2022 
Autumn Term 2021 

Thursday 2nd September – Friday 17th December 
Half term: 25th – 29th October 
Staff Training day: 1st September 

 
Spring Term 2022 

Wednesday 5th January – Friday 08th April 
Half term: 21st – 25th February 
Staff Training day: 4th January 

 
Summer Term 2022 

Tuesday 26th April – Tuesday 19th July 
Bank holiday: 02nd May & 6th June 
Half term: 30th May – 03rd June 

Staff Training days: 25th April, 20th & 21st July 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sen-support-for-pupils-with-communication-and-interaction-needs-tickets-168745527415

