
Reading at St 

Mary’s



Why is reading important?

“The ability to read and the acquisition of 
language is essential for one to participate fully as 
a member of society” – Department for Education.

 Underpins the whole school curriculum.

 Stimulates imagination and creativity. 

 Widens their knowledge and understanding about the world.

 Develops and widens vocabulary and language skills.

 Aids their cognitive development.

 Promotes achievement in other subjects across school. 

 Improves concentration.



Our intent:

 To instill a love of reading, through exposure to a 

range of high quality, varied texts.

 To provide opportunities for children to be 

exposed to wide ranging vocabulary, which will 

enable them to communicate effectively and 

confidently with others.

 To ensure that children are provided with the best 

opportunities to access and progress through our 

curriculum. 



Reading domains:

Comprehension

Processing the text to understand 
its meaning.

• Knowledge and understanding of 
vocabulary.

• Understand the text as a whole. 

Fluency

• Decoding words –
Phonic awareness

• Word recognition
• Speed and stamina
• Accuracy
• Expression



How we teach reading:

Fluency

 From Reception upwards, children have a reading book 
phonetically matched to their ability. 

 Both fluency and comprehension need to be evident to 
move onto a new stage.

 Children are taught to segment (sound out) and blend 
words they are unsure of throughout all years. 

 At each stage, books increase in difficulty and length to 
develop pupils speed and stamina. 



How we teach reading:

 Each class has a focused guided reading session at least 3 
times a week. 

 In Reception, this is a small group session focused on a 
particular reading skill. In Y1-Y6, this is mainly a whole 
class session. 

 In Reception & KS1, they all have the same text/extract 
and they work through it with the class teacher to 
decipher meaning. 

 Questioning is used throughout the session to stimulate 
and progress children’s understanding.



How we teach reading:

Reception & KS1:

 Children are questioned about their understanding of the text using questions 

based on the key reading skills. These are: Retrieval; Prediction; 

Sequencing; Vocabulary and Inference. 

 Children in KS1 will associate these skills with our “Pawsome

Reading gang” to help familiarise them with these key skills. 

Comprehension





How we teach reading:

 Children will have a high quality reading book for school, suitable 

for their level. 

 Whole class guided reading sessions. These all focus on a key 

reading skill. Children study the text in depth and answer 

questions linked to their focused reading skill. 

 The key reading skills for KS2 are: Retrieval, prediction, 

summarising, vocabulary, inference, making comparisons between 

texts, authorial intent and language choice. 

 Children will be exposed to different question types, preparing 

them for the questions they will encounter in the Y6 SATS. 

KS2:



How do we promote reading for 

pleasure?

 Book areas in all classrooms, with high quality texts of different 

genres. 

 Access to the school library to borrow a book for pleasure.

 Book fairs.

 Reading aloud in class & assemblies.

 Daily story times in class.

 Visits/experiences linked with reading.



How can you help?

• Reading at home regularly 

with your child 4 times a 

week. 

• Asking them questions 

about what they have read 

or what you have been 

reading to them (question 

mats)

• Encourage them to sound 

out and blend unfamiliar 

words. 

• Explore meanings of new 

words with them.



How can you help?

 Encourage them to read a variety of texts at home that 

interest them e.g. newspapers, non-fiction, comics, 

magazines, picture books, e-books, online articles etc. 

 Libraries – take advantage of the array of books these 

have on offer. 

 Make reading fun! It should be something they look 

forward to, rather than a chore.

 Let them see you reading! 



Thank you for listening.

Any questions?



Understanding Relationships 

and Health Education : 

a guide for parents



In order that children grow up healthy, happy, safe, 

and able to manage the challenges and 

opportunities of modern Britain. 

From September 2020, all primary age children will be taught Relationships 

and Health Education. 

Why?



Knowledge 

Wellbeing

Health and relationships 

A successful adult life 

- in an ever changing world.

We have the flexibility to deliver the content in a way that is age and 
developmentally appropriate and sensitive to the needs and backgrounds of 
our pupils. 

What will this do for our pupils?



By the end of primary school, pupils will have been taught content on:

• families and people who care for me

• caring friendships

• respectful relationships

• online relationships

• being safe

Relationships Education 









https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
lL07JOGU5o&list=PLvYzeYJypVjI4WWyy-cLcNnxMoKkzjaVt

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-lL07JOGU5o&list=PLvYzeYJypVjI4WWyy-cLcNnxMoKkzjaVt


By the end of primary school, pupils will have been taught 

content on:

• mental wellbeing

• internet safety and harms

• physical health and fitness

• healthy eating

• facts and risks associated with drugs, alcohol and tobacco

• health and prevention

• basic first aid

• changing adolescent body

Health Education 







* Teaching at school will complement and reinforce the 

lessons you teach your child as they grow up. 

* We are required to consult with you when developing and 

renewing our policies on Relationships Education. 

* You can express your opinion, and this will help us decide 

how and when to cover the content of the statutory guidance.

Your rights as a parent



* You cannot withdraw your child from Relationships 

Education because this is statutory.

* If you do not want your child to take part in some or all 

of the lessons on Sex Education, you can ask that they 

are withdrawn. 

* Human development, including reproduction is also 

statutory. 

Right to withdraw your child 



* Our teaching of RSE is couched in the teachings of 

the Church and its values on  family and 

relationships.

* You are invited into school to view the content that 

your children will access before they see it.

* Y5 is the key year for RSE.

Journey in Love



You can find further detail by 

searching ‘relationships and 

health education’ on GOV.UK. 


